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Loughgall Manor House 

1Kriterion Conservation Architects and The Paul 
Hogarth Company are delighted to present Armagh 
City and District Council with a Masterplan for 
Loughgall Country Park, Loughgall, Co. Armagh. 

The Masterplan is the result of a collaborative 
process bringing together the knowledge and 
aspirations of the park’s many key stakeholders 
including Armagh City and District Council, The 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(DARD), the Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute 
(AFBI), The Department of Culture Arts and Leisure 
(DCAL), The Northern Ireland Tourist Board (NITB), 
Forest Service, Loughgall Development Association, 
Loughgall Golf Club, Loughgall Fishing Club, local 
residents and the wider community of park users. 

It is intended that this document will provide the 
Council with a vision and action plan to bring about 
positive change, while setting goals to improve  
existing assets and create new ventures to enhance 
the environmental, social and economical attributes 
of Loughgall Country Park.  
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The Demesne landscape was established in or 
shortly after 1610 by an Englishman called Anthony 
Cope. Although Mr Cope may have never visited 
Ireland, his two sons did arrive in the early 17th 
Century to facilitate English settlers.  Both sons lived 
on the land and at some point in the late 1600’s the 
Demesne was split between the two branches of 
the Cope family, resulting in the defined townlands 
of Drumilly and Loughgall. Today the Country Park 
extends across both townlands but takes in name 
from the latter. While the main house of Drumilly is 
no longer present, evidence of the two Demesnes 
can be seen though the duplication of historic 
features within the Country Park including two ice 
houses, two walled gardens and two lime kilns. 

Situated just 5 miles from the City of Armagh and 
within easy reach of the M1 Motorway, Loughgall 
Country Park extends to approximately 188Ha and 
includes a variety of landscapes, including some 
historic features, telling of the former Demesne 
landscape which the Country Park has inherited. 
With the main gates into the Demesne situated 
in the heart of the small and picturesque village 
of Loughgall,  it is clear to see the once grand 
Demesne  that was an integral part of the village of 
Loughgall. 

2HISTORICAL ORIGINS

Historic Map
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The Demesne landscape is now centred around 
the Manor House, which terminates the vista of 
the tree-lined avenue from the main gate. While 
this was only built in 1836-37, it is possible that 
the former Demesne Bawn was situated on the 
same prominent hill. Extended in the 1840s and 
1850s, the Manor House includes associated stable 
buildings and extensive outhouses. In addition to 
the Manor House, the landscape contains a number 
of built artifacts typically associated with Demesne 
settings, including the previously mentioned 
icehouses, walled gardens and lime kilns as well as 
a summer cottage and hermitage.  

The last member of the Cope family resided in the 
Manor house until 1941 and from the mid 1940’s, 
the Manor House and immediate lands became 
the responsibility of the Department of Agriculture, 
with horticultural research established on the land 
in 1949. 

In 1960, following the sale of the Drumilly site, the 
Department of Agriculture became the sole owner 
of the Demesne. Much of the Demesne has since 
been leased to Forest Service with a portion having 
more recently been leased to Armagh City and 
District Council. 

Since 2000, the majority of the Demesne has been 
open as a Country Park managed by Armagh City 
and District Council, and now boasts a number of 
amenities ranging from an 18 hole golf course to 
fishing stands, football pitches, tennis courts, play 
areas, extensive footpaths and bridal paths through 
attractive woodland and parkland landscape. 

Despite these many assets, the infrastructure has 
become cluttered and disjointed, which has led to  
the need to formulate an overarching Masterplan 
and the establishment of a collective vision. 
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Dean Swift’s Yew Walk 
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DRAFT

Character Zones

 Golf Course

 AFBI Land

 

Recreation Hub

Woodland/Parkland 

Character Zones

 Private

 Semi-Private

  

Public

Loughgall Country Park Masterplan  

The Church Hall is located opposite St. Luke’s Church of Ireland 

Approx. 100 metres from Loughgall Country Park entrance.

Consultation Update
Loughgall Country Park Masterplan 

 

On 14 March 2013, through a Consultation Event in St. Lukes Church Hall, the local 

community engaged enthusiastically with people from Armagh City & District Council 

and The Paul Hogarth Company. This helped provide a good understanding of the 

Country Park, with regards to the qualities that are enjoyed and valued and the things 

which could be improved. The event also provided an opportunity to explore ideas about 

the future of the Country Park and the potential for small-scale improvements, which 

could be delivered quickly, along with opportunities to plan longer-term changes. 

It had been hoped that a Draft Masterplan, informed by the Community Consultation 

Event, would have been available to present to the community in May 2013. Before 

being presented publicly, it was important to consult with the Department for 

Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD) as the landowners of all of the Park, 

occupiers of part (AFBI) and managers/maintainers of other parts (Forest Service). That 

discussion raised a number of legal issues in relation to historic covenants/requirements 

which defi ne how the Park is/can be used. It was agreed that it would be appropriate for 

DARD to review the status of the Park and its operations and any implications for the 

future proposals, before the Draft Masterplan was presented publicly. It is hoped that 

this review will be complete by Autumn. After addressing any issues that arise from 

that review, it is the Council’s intention to schedule a Public Presentation of the Draft 

Masterplan at the earliest opportunity.

Armagh City & District Council wish to thank the community for 

their continued support of the project. 

For any further information, please do not hesitate to contact 

Greg Ferson at Armagh City & District Council 

Tel : 
02837 515 920

Email :  greg.ferson@armagh.gov.uk

A successful Masterplan must be a reflection of 
the genuine needs and aspirations of the key 
Stakeholders. Consultation with key stakeholders 
provides the basis from which the initiatives and 
proposals can be developed. 

A thorough consultation exercise was undertaken to 
develop and test this Masterplan. In the first instance 
initial discussions and meetings took place with key 
stakeholders to establish an understanding of how 
the Demesne is used, what limitations exist, where 
improvements can be made and which assets are 
most cherished. A series of one-to-one meetings, 
community consultation events and on-going 
dialogue took place, including in-depth meetings 
with DARD to understand the historic covenants 
and requirements which define how the Park is 
used and the impacts of this on the Masterplan.  

Consultation took place with the following 
organisations: 

3CONSULTATION PROCESS

· Loughgall Fishing Club

· Loughgall Golf Club 

· Loughgall Community 

· AFBI/DARD/Forest Service 

· Planning Service

· NIEA

This ‘information gathering phase’ gave ground for 
the draft Masterplan to be produced. To ‘test’ the 
Masterplan a second round of consultation took 
place with careful review with the Council. 

This process, once completed, led to the production 
of this document, a comprehensive summary of 
the Masterplan and its 38 initiatives for Loughgall 
Country Park.

The Consultation process is an ongoing element 
of the development of the initiatives set out in 
this Masterplan. The Council are committed to 
continuing to consult with the applicable bodies 
ensuring the detailed delivery of the initiatives 
remains in line with the views and aspirations of the 
various stakeholders. 

 

 

Consultation Documents
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Public Consultation Event 

Public Consultation Event 
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Loughgall village and Loughgall Demesne are 
connected, physically, economically, socially and 
in the minds of the local residents and visitors to 
the area.  To assess the Demesne separate from 
the village, or vice-versa, would only offer a limited 
vision.  Their relationship and collective identity is of 
such importance that the Masterplan places priority 
on this relationship as an overarching component 
of the vision for Loughgall County Park. 

Any proposals made within the Demesne will 
have implications for the village and therefore 
it is important to understand this relationship 
and ensure the proposals offer collective benefit.  
Loughgall village Facebook page has numerous 
posts relating to the Demesne, this is a simple 
current example of how united the Village and the 
Demesne are as one entity. 

4LOUGHGALL IDENTITY AND BRANDING

Not only this, but the proposed tourism 
development in the village will also have a bearing 
on the Demesne and it is important that all ventures 
undertaken are done so with consideration of the 
whole, to ensure the Demesne can benefit from 
and contribute to its sustainability. For example the 
proposed expansion to the Orange Hall Museum at 
Sloan’s House will offer increased visitor numbers 
to the village, and most likely the Demesne also. It 
will be important that the Council stay abreast of 
this development and provide promotion of the 
Demesne and linked events to encourage extended 
visitor times, resulting in increased footfall and 
spend in both the Demesne and the Village of 
Loughgall.  

Loughgall Village
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Historically the area of Armagh, in which Loughgall 
is located, has been known as ‘The Garden of 
Ireland’ this is as a result of the many orchards 
which populate the surrounding landscape. The 
apple industry, in particular the Bramley Apple, is a 
significant facet of the identity of County Armagh. 
Evidence of this can been seen on the existing 
light columns where an apple motif symbolises 
the affinity this community has with the Bramley 
Apple.  

It is this relationship with the apple industry 
which the Loughgall County Park Masterplan 
intends to promote,  to  establish a strong brand 
for the Demesne and Village. The development of 
a brand will allow all initiatives identified within 
this Masterplan to be delivered and viewed as 
part of a whole.  This will include initiatives such as 
the promotion of small businesses, development 
of trails and educational programmes and the 
enhancement of links with AFBI and the research 
they are doing. 

A  guidance note on the branding policy for 
Loughgall could be developed to establish an 
over-arching theme for all of the initiatives to work 
within.   It will also be important to work with 
new technologies and communication initiatives 
to promote and advertise the brand to its full 
potential.   
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Loughgall Country Park is a cherished asset for 
the community of Loughgall.  Its current and 
historic connection to the village are evident in 
the relationship residents have with the park as an 
amenity asset and as a place of employment. 

The Masterplan builds on this connection between 
the Park and its users. Key principles of the 
Masterplan include improved park management, 
enhancement of walking routes and signage, 
provision of improved and varying sports and 
recreational activities and the development of a 
café/restaurant and community building. 

The vision as shown opposite  comprises a number 
of initiatives, which are individually identified in the 
next chapter.  

   

OVERVIEW 
1.    Car Park (6.1.4)
2.    Vistas (6.6.2)
3.    Walled Garden (6.7.2) 
4.    Cafe and Community Building (6.4.5) 
5.    Adventure Play Area (6.5.2)
6.    Caravan Park (6.5.5)
7.    Manor House (6.4.2)
8.   AFBI Site (6.4.1)
9.   Carp Pond (6.5.4)
10. Accommodation Pods (6.4.7) 
11. Crannog (6.7.6)
12. Reception Buildings (6.4.6)
13. Tennis Courts (6.5.3)
14. Pedestrianisation (6.2.3) 
15. Hermitage (6.7.1 & 6.6.2)
 16. Cottage (6.4.4 & 6.6.2)

 

Drumilly Road

Loughgall Golf Course

Balleygasey Road
Cloveneden Road

Rectory Close5OUTLINE MASTERPLAN
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Outlined in this Chapter are the various initiatives which collectively comprise the Masterplan Vision. 
Independently they range from small-scale simple proposals to larger aspirational ventures with greater 
requirements on costs and resources. The timeframe for implementation of these initiatives would also vary 
from ‘quick wins’ (6-12 months) through to longer-term goals (10 years+).  A summary of the initiatives in 
relation to timeframe, cost and priority is included in Section 6. 

6MASTERPLAN INITIATIVES

6.1 Vehicle Movement and Management 
 6.1.1   Arrival 

6.1.2   Roads and Car Park Infrastructure 
6.1.3   Free Parking 
6.1.4   Car Park Layout 
6.1.5   AFBI Access 

6.2 Footpaths 
6.2.1   Path Hierarchy 
6.2.2   Improvement Works 
6.2.3   Pedestrianisation 

6.3 Parkland Furniture and Signage 
6.3.1   Signage Suite 
6.3.2   Furniture Suite 

6.4 Buildings 
6.4.1   AFBI Site 
6.4.2   Manor House 
6.4.3   Gate Lodges 
6.4.4   Cottage 
6.4.5   Café & Community Building
6.4.6   Reception Buildings 
6.4.7   Accommodation Pods 
6.4.8   Football Changing Facilities

6.5  Play, Recreation and Leisure 
6.5.1   Enhanced Play Area 
6.5.2   Adventure Play 
6.5.3   Tennis Courts 
6.5.4   Carp Lake 
6.5.5   Camping and Caravans 

6.6  Parkland Management 
6.6.1   Landscape Character Areas 
6.6.2   Vistas 
6.6.3   Biodiversity 
6.6.4   Streams 

6.7  Historic Features 
6.7.1   Listed and Scheduled Features 
6.7.2   Wall Garden 
6.7.3   Gate Setting 
6.7.4   Gate Arch 
6.7.5   Dean Swifts Yew Walk 
6.7.6   The Crannog 

6.8  Site Wide Projects 
6.8.1   Branding 
6.8.2   Education 
6.8.3   Events 
6.8.4   Management & Maintenance Plan 
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6.1 VEHICLE MOVEMENT AND MANAGEMENT

Loughgall Entrance Gates and  Avenue

Proposed traffic  system

6.1.1 Arrival   

The most dramatic components of this demesne 
landscape are the main gates and grand lime 
tree avenue leading up to the Manor House. 
The Masterplan advocates that the enjoyment 
of this visually stunning arrangement should 
be available to all park users.  It is therefore 
proposed that consideration is given to 
providing a new public access to the park. 
Those accessing the Country Park would enter 
through the main gates, turn right mid way up 
the avenue onto a one-way system and leave 
via the existing park entrance. Those accessing 
the Manor House would approach via the main 
avenue and then take a left bringing vehicles up 
to the side of the Manor House, exiting the same 
way, with the main avenue accommodating 
two-way traffic. 

With this relatively simple rearrangement, 
park users would then get the opportunity to 
enjoy the heightened arrival experience of the 
dramatic demesne landscape.    

Main Gates
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6.1.2 Roads and Car Park Infrastructure 

When maintaining the character of the 
parkland landscape, a crucial component 
to consider is the design and positioning 
of the required road infrastructure. From 
parking barriers, kerb detailing and signage, 
each item impacts of the quality of the 
environment. This initiative proposes that 
a comprehensive review of all such items 
is undertaken and their removal, reduction 
and redesign is administered to better 
align the design detail within the parkland 
landscape in which it is set.

Examples include the removal of rural stock 
fencing and their replacement with parkland 
fencing and the replacement of concrete 
road kerbs with stone.  

6.1.3 Free Parking 

A number of residents highlighted the regular 
frustration and difficulties experienced when 
high volumes of parked cars dominate the 
village.  This often resulted in parking along 
footpaths, thereby impeding pedestrian 
movement and limiting traffic flow on the 
road. In some instances, often during events, 
on-street parking was caused by the over 
flow of parking from the Park.  However it 
was noted that many park users choose to 
park on the street rather than utilising the  
paid parking within the park.  Concern was 
expressed that while paying to park in the 
Country Park did provide a revenue stream, 
the fact that it was ‘paid parking’ did deter 
people from using it. 

The Masterplan proposes that a ‘free parking’ 
trial period is positively and pro-actively 
undertaken and well advertised to test the 
parking arrangement so that alternative 
arrangements can be considered. It is 
envisaged that this should be introduced 
alongside a new line of revenue to encourage 
people to spend once inside the park. For 
example, a temporary ice cream stand, 
souvenir sales or guided education trails.  
However any trial arrangements that are 
put in place would need to be undertaken 
over a sufficient time period to ensure the 
impacts could be fairly assessed.  

Existing Ticket BarrierExisting Road Infrastructure
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6.1.5 AFBI Access 

The Demesne, in addition to the Country 
Park, is home to AFBI which incorporates 
the Northern Ireland Horticulture and Plant 
Breeding Station (NIHPBS). With its office 
and lab space in Loughgall Manor House, 
much of the research is undertaken on the 
lands to the rear and east of Manor House. A 
number of service vehicles currently access 
this site by way of the main road through the 
historic gates. 

The Masterplan proposes that a new ‘back of 
house’ vehicle entrance is developed for all 
service vehicles entering the AFBI site. Not 
only would this reduce any conflict between 
the public and the private use of the main 
gate, but it would also allow AFBI greater 
control over the security of their site.

A feasibility study would be required to 
understand the practical  implications 
needed to achieve this, with issues including 
the localised widening of the road for lorries 
and security provision to control access. 
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6.1.4 Car Park Layout 

The Masterplan proposes a rearrangement 
of the existing parking layout in order 
to better integrate the car park with its 
setting. It is envisaged that this can be 
achieved, when developed with initiative 
6.1.1, through the integration of ‘pocket’ 
parking areas interspersed with woodland 
and accompanied with sustainable drainage 
principles.  

Sustainable Surfacing Example

Proposed Parking Layout

Loughgall Rear Entrance Gate

Alternative  Vehicle Access Route
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6.2 FOOTPATHS
The Country Park is extensive in area and has many 
walking routes around and through the Demesne, 
which total over seven miles in length. It is clear 
through  consultation and site  analysis that a current 
lack of legibility, confused hierarchy and sporadic 
varying signage creates a difficult environment to 
navigate for the unfamiliar visitor. The  park user is 
instilled  with a lack of confidence in understanding 
which paths are open to the public and which 
are private. The following initiatives identify the 
key projects proposed to improve the existing 
arrangement, with signage specifically addressed 
in section 6.3.1. 

6.2.1 Path Hierarchy 

The path system around Loughgall Country 
Park comprises a mixture of surfaces ranging 
from timber boardwalk, loose gravel and 
trodden path to asphalt surfacing. 

This initiative proposes that a review of all 
park paths is undertaken and a clear hierarchy 
is established to allow the user to have 
confidence in their exploration of the park. It is 
envisaged that this would be created through 
the introduction of a palette of surface types 
and management approaches. An example 
palette is illustrated below:

Primary Paths

Key paths, main routes and significant loop 
walks with the parkland;

· Users: Suitable for all, including wheelchairs,  
prams/buggies, bikes and roller blades.

· Material: Resin bound aggregate with flush 
stone kerb edging or boardwalk.  

· Design Principles: Path to maintain a 
consistent width to allow walkers to easily 
pass each other or walk 3-4 abreast. 

Secondary Paths

Walking routes, providing access to key features 
not visible from the primary paths;

· Users: Walkers, joggers, cyclists, orienteering 
groups, eco trail.    

· Material: Pressed gravel and timber 
boardwalk to lakeside and boggy areas. 

· Design principles: Path width to be 
consistent to allow walkers to easily pass 
one another or walk 2 abreast. Path to be 
kept weed free and boardwalks cleansed 
to minimise build-up of moss algae or 
other materials which could create a ‘slippy 
surface’. 

Existing Route Marker



LOUGHGALL COUNTRY PARK MASTERPLAN

15

Tertiary Paths

Informal routes to discovery points and as 
opportunities to be ‘immersed’ in the landscape.  

· Users: Walkers, orienteering groups, eco trails, 
explorers.

· Material: Trodden path. 

· Design principles:  Council to manage path 
through clearance of overgrowth as required 
and management of drainage to reduce the 
formation of puddles in wet conditions. 

Additional design principles

· In some instances the paths are on single-track 
roads around the Demesne landscape. Sharing 
the route with service traffic gives pedestrians a  
heightened awareness to the danger of sharing 
the route with vehicles. It will be important to 
manage these interfaces to improve pedestrian 
confidence, for example where roads are used 
by minimal traffic, collapsible bollards are 
introduced to indicate that paths are ‘pedestrian 
priority’. 

· A single clear and concise route map should be 
developed showing all paths, including private 
paths which should be clearly marked as such, 
(refer to initiative 6.3.1 for further details).  

 

M
A

ST
ER

PL
A

N
  I

N
ITI

A
TIV

ES

Resin Bound Surfacing Gravel  Path

Timber Decking
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FOOTPATH HIERARCHY
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Primary: Resin bound 
gravel/Boardwalk

Secondary: Pressed 
gravel/boardwalk  

Tertiary: Maintained 
Gravel  

Bridal Path
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6.2.2 Improvement Works 

In most instances, the paths within the park 
are in good condition, however it is important 
that through ongoing maintenance and 
management, these paths are kept to the 
highest standard. During the wetter months, 
the water level in the lake rises and in part 
submerges the lakeside path. A review of 
the drainage management should therefore 
be undertaken along with an assessment 
to provide confirmation of where drainage 
improvements should be undertaken 
and where raised boardwalk paths can 
be introduced.  Any such works should be 
incorporated into the management and 
maintenance plan for the park (see initiative 
6.8.4).

6.2.3 Pedestrianisation 

In addition to initiative 6.1.1, the Masterplan 
proposes that the upper part of the main 
avenue is pedestrianised. This change from 
vehicle to pedestrian use enhances the 
sense of grandeur as an approach is made 
to Manor House, thereby setting the scene 
for the generous arrival area to the front of 
the building.  

It is envisaged that this initiative could 
be achieved through the introduction of 
attractive bollards, in keeping with the 
parkland character.  A change of surface 
material to indicate the change from vehicle 
priority space to pedestrian priority space 
would also form a key component. In turn, 
this section of the avenue can also become 
a key part of a walking route, allowing park 
users to experience the grand tree lined 
avenue on foot.  

This initiative would be particularly relevant 
if implemented alongside initiative 6.4.1. 

Flooded Lakeside Path Proposed Pedestrianisation  

Proposed 
pedestrianised route
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The choice of furniture and signage used in any public environment plays a key role in establishing the 
character of a place. The current mixture of signage and furniture used throughout the park does little to 
promote or enhance the parkland environment. Through a comprehensive redevelopment of existing signage 
and furniture, the character and quality of Loughgall Country Park can be enhanced. The following initiatives 
set out how this can be achieved.       

6.3.1 Signage Suite

For a diverse number of reasons, signage within 
Loughgall Country Park is required to alert, 
inform and advise users of their environment. 
While each sign provides relevant information, 
over time, the park has become cluttered with 
information. In a number of cases the signage 
is inappropriate for the character of the rural 
parkland and as such, the quality of the 
environment fails to reach its full potential. The 
Masterplan advocates that a comprehensive 
review of the signage is undertaken, removing, 
consolidating and upgrading  the signage 
where required.  

It is proposed  that a design palette  be  
introduced to set  in place principles for all 
future signage,  examples of which are shown 
below.  Materials  could include hardwood 
timber and stove enamel and where possible, 
all signage should comply with the design 
guidance developed. 

Signage requiring review, consolidation and 
upgrade includes; 

· Overall park map;

· AFBI signage;

· Historic interpretation;

· Vehicle directional signage;

· Pedestrian directional signage; 

· Eco trail signs;

· Orienteering;

· Highway to Health;

· Warning signage for pedestrians (e.g. 
crossing a fairway, near deep water); 

· Council by-laws and legislation (e.g. no 
drinking).

6.3 PARKLAND FURNITURE AND SIGNAGE

Examples of Proposed Signage 
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6.3.2 Furniture Suite

The park and its rural setting should be reflected 
through the design of its furniture. This includes 
seating, picnic tables, gates, fencing, litterbins 
and features such as jetties or bird hides. It is 
clear through site analysis that scope exists  to 
improve the existing suite of furniture and in 
turn enhance the character of the park. 

An example of a potential furniture palette is 
illustrated below, providing an indication of the 
quality of materials that can be used to enhance 
the parkland character. 

The Masterplan advocates that a review of the 
existing furniture is undertaken and a furniture 
design statement is developed to allow control 
and guidance over the furniture types to be 
introduced going forward, particularly as items 
are to be replaced and renewed. 

Furniture items include; 

· Picnic Tables; 

· Seating; 

· Shelters;

· Bird Hides;

· Viewing jetties; 

· Bins;

· Boundary fencing;

· Security fencing for the AFBI site;

· Gates and styles;

· Bollards.

It will be important to ensure that both the 
furniture suite and signage suit carry similar 
characteristics to provide consistency. 

Examples of Furniture suite
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6.4 BUILDINGS 
6.4.1 AFBI Site

With  favourable  climate  and ground  
conditions, Loughgall is a valuable location for 
AFBI and NIHPBS. At an appropriate time in the 
future of AFBI’s operations on this site, there will 
be need to modernise their existing office and 
lab space. At this point the Masterplan proposes 
that consideration is given to the consolidation 
and relocation of all AFBI operations into one 
contained site, thereby releasing the Manor 
House to be developed for alternative uses (see 
initiative 6.4.2). 

It is envisaged that this initiative could in 
turn address the security problems that AFBI 
currently face, as a secure boundary could then 
be erected around the most sensitive areas and 
buildings to prevent public access. Not only 
would this offer improved security for AFBI, 
but would also allow a greater confidence to 
be instilled in the public as the public/private 
threshold would then be more clearly defined.
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6.4.2 Manor House 

The Manor House,  the focal point of the 
Demesne operates privately as office space for 
AFBI. Noted as ‘Strictly Private’ on the park maps, 
Manor House and its immediate surrounding 
land is perceived to new visitors as unwelcoming 
and prohibited. While some pedestrian routes 
do exist in close proximity to the house, these 
are only known to the seasoned park user. 

As a long-term aspiration, along with the 
potential consolidation of AFBI to the grounds 
at the rear of Manor House (see initiative 6.4.1), 
there is a desire to see Manor House and its 
surrounding area developed and opened to 
the public.  For example, the building could 
be readily adapted to become a conference/
boutique hotel/wedding venue, restoring the 
building to its former glory and elevating the 
surrounding parkland as an attractive setting. 
In addition, this venture has the potential to 
increase employment opportunities within the 
locality.  

The delivery of this initiative is subject to DARD 
and AFBI’s objectives and is therefore recognised 
as a longer-term aspiration.   

Proposed Long-term Manor House Development  
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6.4.3 Gate Lodges

The two attractive gate lodges frame 
the main gate and increase the sense of 
arrival into the Demesne. At the time of 
writing both properties were in use as 
residential lets. Through the proposed 
changes associated with the public arrival 
into the Country Park (see initiative 6.1.1), 
the Masterplan advocates the benefit in 
changing the function of these properties 
to public use. For example, one lodge could 
become the park reception and information 
point to advise those arriving where they 
need to go, hand out maps and provide 
information as necessary.  The second lodge 
could become a small shop selling products 
produced within the Demesne. As the gate 
lodges have a relationship with the village, 
they will offer interest for the village as well 
as the Park.    

6.4.4 Cottage

The Cottage, situated on the east side of 
the lake, has become an unusually large 
maternity roost for bats. It is noted that one 
of the six bat species roosting within the 
cottage only breeds regularly in Northern 
Ireland.  

Due to the legal protection allotted to the 
sizeable bat population, the  cottage  is of 
significant conservation value. The property 
would therefore need to remain unoccupied 
in order to facilitate the bats and as such the 
Masterplan aligns with the Conservation 
Management Plan (2008), which proposed 
the monitoring of the bats and maintenance 
of current conditions to protect the bat 
species.  
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6.4.5 Lakeside Café & Community Building 

Through  consultation,  one  of  the  key aspirations 
of both the community and key stakeholders 
is the introduction of a café/restaurant and 
community building within the grounds of the 
Country Park.  Naturally, a lakeside location 
was felt to be the most dramatic and appealing 
setting for such a venture. 

It is envisaged that this property would 
provide a café/restaurant facility, a small office 
space and shop provision for park based 
organisations such as the golf club and fishing 
club and a function room for the community’s 
use. As shown in the visualisations, the building 
is compartmentalised to allow the different 
uses to work within the same building without 
compromising each other’s function. 

This community building would also be a 
neutral shared space for all community groups 
to use.

Proposed Lakeside Cafe  & Community Building 
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6.4.6 Reception Buildings 

With the proposals to convert the gate 
lodges into the reception and arrival 
building (see 6.4.2) and the introduction 
of the lakeside community building (see 
6.4.6), the use of the existing golf shop and 
reception building would be available for 
alternative uses. 

The  Masterplan  proposes  that  a  series  of start 
up units and craft spaces are provided within 
this building in order to offer opportunities  
to small indigenous businesses and cottage 
industries.  As Loughgall is situated in the 
heart of the orchard county, the potential 
exists to promote businesses with a link to 
the apple industry in order to enhance the 
tourist appeal, for example chutney or cider 
producers. 

 

6.4.7 Accommodation Pods

With the increasing popularity of ‘glamping’ 
and alternative overnight stays, the 
Masterplan proposes that a handful of 
high specification ‘accommodation pods’ 
are developed within the woodland to 
offer unique over night stays for tourists. 
Attracting interest from a wide audience, 
this unique accommodation offer would 
promote the Country Park to a new and far 
reaching audience. 

It  is  envisaged  that a private 
company, possibly one already offering 
accommodation within the village of 
Loughgall, would undertake management 
of such properties. 

6.4.8 Football Changing Facilities 

The football changing facilities are a well-used amenity 
and are in relatively good condition.  As such, it is 
proposed that this property be retained as part of the 
Masterplan. However, the building would benefit from 
some simple renovation work to bring it more in keeping 
with the character and quality of the Conservation 
Area. The most significant design change proposed is 
the recovering of the roof to the more fitting Bangor 
blue slate, as shown in the visualisation. Other works to 
the property include general maintenance and repair 
including the painting of all exterior walls.  
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Existing Reception Building Potential Accommodation ‘Pods’

Improvements to Changing Facilities 
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6.5.1 Enhanced Play Area

In addition to the existing play ground, 
the Masterplan proposes the introduction 
of additional  play areas to provide 
play provision  for all ages and abilities. 
Assessment of all existing facilities should be 
undertaken to establish when replacement 
and upgrades should be undertaken. 

6.5.2 Adventure Play

Opportunity exists with the Demesne to 
consider the introduction of an adventure 
assault course such as Go Ape, a high level 
tree top assult course with zip wires. As 
an additional revenue stream, this feature 
could have a wide appeal across Northern 
Ireland and the Republic as the first of its 
type on the island of Ireland.    

6.5 PLAY, RECREATION AND LEISURE

Examples of Parkland Play Areas

Examples of Tree-top Adventure Play
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6.5.3 Tennis Courts

Given by the Cope family to the village of 
Loughgall in 1926, the tennis courts are a 
great asset for the community of Loughgall. 
Through community consultation it 
became apparent that the introduction 
of some simple infrastructure would be 
beneficial. The Masterplan proposes the 
introduction of a shelter and notice board 
in a suitable location adjacent to the tennis 
courts. Analysis of findings also identified a 
demand to see a tennis club established. As 
a community led venture, the tennis club 
would have access to the notice board to 
promote and advertise their events.  

6..5.4 Carp Lake

To support and enhance existing fishing 
facilities, the Masterplan proposes the 
introduction if a carp lake within the 
Country Park. It is envisaged that the carp 
lake could be incorporated as part of the 
lakeside development (see Section 6.4.5). 
Consultation with the fishing club should 
be undertaken to establish the most 
appropriate design for the carp lake and any 
associated facilities that may be required.    

6.5.5 Camping and Caravans

The Park has historically been used for touring 
caravans, shows and events. However this 
sector has fallen into decline in recent years 
with existing facilities limiting what can be 
delivered. The Masterplan advocates that a 
feasibility study be undertaken to look into the 
most appropriate ways of developing facilities 
for camping and caravans within the park.  

Proposals would include the introduction of a 
site for camping and caravaning located within 
the Demesne grounds near to the village to 
allow users to avail of village amenities. 

This initiative is subject to review of the lease/
covenant in order to establish this initiatives full 
potential. 
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Caravan and Camping 
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6.6.1 Landscape Character Areas 

The Country Park is made up of a variety of 
landscape characters from mature woodland 
to orchard, open parkland, a managed golf 
course and the lough.  The future management 
and use of the park should be considered 
to ensure the landscape character areas, as 
shown below, are maintained and promoted, 
influencing the proposed overall management 
and maintenance plan (see 6.8.4). For example, 
through consultation with the necessary parties 
the future management of the woodland blocks 
should include a strategy to allow areas of both 
pine and broadleaf woodland to mature. 

6.6 PARKLAND MANAGEMENT

10
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48 97
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1. Formal Parkland

2. Orchards 

3. Secure AFBI site

4. AFBI farmland

5. Broadleaf Woodland

6. Golf Course

7. Biodiversity 

8. Amenity 

9. Adventure Play/Stream

10. Lake/Wet Woodland  

Broadleaf Woodland 
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6.6.2 Vistas 

The Manor House is situated on the highest 
point within the Demesne, a site chosen to 
take full advantage of the views across the 
surrounding countryside. Historically views 
from the Manor House to the lake were 
maintained; equally views to the lake from 
the cottage and hermitage were once key 
assets of these features. The introduction 
of Forest Service plantation has however 
over time compromised these vistas and 
as a result has changed the connections 
these buildings have with the landscape 
in which they are set. To add value to the 
Manor House and indeed the Cottage and 
Hermitage, the Masterplan proposes that 
these vistas are re-established in order to 
enhance the setting of the buildings and 
the historic Demesne landscape.  

6.6.3 Biodiversity 

As identified in the Conservation 
Management Plan, the Demesne is host to 
a variety of flora and fauna within a range 
of different habitats and ecosystems. The 
Masterplan advocates that through the 
management of the different habitats, the 
biodiversity within the Park is enhanced 
and protected following the principles 
set out in the Conservation Management 
Plan and through the development of 
existing initiatives, such as the bird cereal 
crop planted adjacent to the existing park 
entrance/exit.    

6.6.4 Streams

In addition to the lake, Loughgall Country 
Park includes a number of small streams. 
Residents recalled days when sections of 
these streams were ‘opened up’ to offer 
drinking spots for horses. The Masterplan 
proposes that a selection of existing streams 
are re-profiled to create new habitats and 
provide further visual interest. In particular 
the stream which runs adjacent to the 
car park, as a prominent feature, could be 
widened and enhanced to integrate with the 
proposed play areas.  This area could include 
bridges, dipping ponds and opportunities 
for children to learn about stream habitats.  

Proposed opening up of a vista between the lake and  Manor House 
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6.7.1 Listed and Scheduled Features

There are a number of scheduled and listed 
built features within the Country Park, 
which include lime kilns, a decorative iron 
bridge, ice houses, a hermitage, crannog, 
cottage and walled gardens.  It is proposed 
that through consultation with NIEA, a 
conservation strategy is developed for 
these features which is incorporated into 
the overall management and maintenance 
plan for the Country Park. 

The interpretation signage for these features 
should also be developed in line with the 
proposed signage strategy (see Section 
6.3.1 for further details).  

6.7 HISTORIC FEATURES

6.7.2 Walled Garden

There are two walled gardens within the 
Demesne,  one  to the rear of the Manor 
House utilised by AFBI and the other located 
to the east of the lake, adjacent to the 
Cottage. The latter is planted as a heritage 
orchard and includes tree identification and 
an information board.   While currently closed 
to the general public, the walled garden is 
accessible with prior arrangement. 

The Masteplan proposes that the walled 
garden near to the Cottage is utilised for 
public events and activities, building upon 
the already established heritage Orchard 

 

Hermitage

Potential use for Walled Garden
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6.7.3 Gate Setting

The  area immediately fronting the park 
gates is currently used as an unauthorised 
parking area. Detracting from the quality 
of the entrance gates, the unauthorised 
parking causes concern for AFBI and the 
village community.  The Masterplan therefore 
proposes that simple infrastructure work 
is undertaken in order to prevent future 
parking in this area. 

This can be achieved through the 
introduction of sensitively designed bollards 
and a change in surface material in order to 
clearly delineate the area from the adjacent 
road.  

6.7.4 Gate Arch

The gate, erected around 1842 is of Neo-
Jacobean design. When erected, the 
gate included  an  elaborate wrought-
iron scrolling arch with a central lantern. 
Removed in the 1960’s, after being struck 
by a lorry entering the gates, the ornate 
structure has since been stored on site. 
Subject to the proposal to create a separate 
access point for AFBI traffic, the Masterplan 
proposes that the gates be restored to their 
former glory, to further enhance the sense 
of arrival and grandeur.    

6.7.5 Dean Swift’s Yew Walk

The Yew Walk, situated at a right angle to the 
lime avenue close to the Manor House, is an 
attractive historical feature of the Demesne. 
Maintenance of the trees is ongoing and 
important considering their age, which date 
back to the late 17th or early 18th centuries

The Yew Walk should be maintained and 
would benefit from interpretation of its 
historical context. In addition to the main 
avenue, this Walk is considered a valuable 
landscape feature which should be 
promoted as part of a walking route. 

6.7.6 The Crannog 

The Crannog is a scheduled monument 
(NIEA reference SMR7/ARM 08:025). An 
archaeological dig in 1921 unearthed a 
number of finds from various periods up 
until the 17th century. Objects included the 
largest red deer antlers ever found, early 
Christian pottery and late medieval red roof 
tiles. 

Opportunity exists to promote the history 
of the Crannog and offer an educational 
resource to users. The Masterplan proposes 
that careful consideration, alongside 
consultation with NIEA, is undertaken to 
best present this historical asset to the 
public. 
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Existing gate signage not in keeping 
with historic character

Yew Walk
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 6.8.1 Branding

The Masterplan proposes that a comprehensive 
re-branding exercise takes place to better link 
the Country Park and village to the Orchard 
landscape and apple industry within which 
Loughgall is an integral part. 

At the time of writing funding has become 
available to ACDC through Southern 
Organisation for Action in Rural areas (SOAR) 
for a project aimed at ‘raising the profile of 
Armagh Bramley as a brand, enhancing visitor 
experience around the orchards area, attracting 
visitors to the area, and supporting the efforts 
and key aims of the local apple industry’.  This 
project includes a number of smaller initiatives 
to support various contributors to the Bramley 
brand and to promote the brand to a wide 
reaching audience.  A few of the Initiatives within 
this project include the creation of an Armagh 
Bramley Food event, development of walking, 
driving and cycling routes with downloadable 
apps, promotion within the hospitality industry 
and the development of an AV show promoting 
the story of Armagh Bramley to be utilised 
in Loughgall Country park and other tourist 
attractions and at relevant trade and visitor 
shows. Finally a key initiative is the development 
of an orchard walk within Loughgall Country 
Park leading to the walled garden with signage 
and seating. 

All of the initiatives within the SOAR scheme 
will start to embrace the brand for Loughgall. 
It will be important that the introduction of 
the proposed walk within Loughgall Country 
Park is carefully planned and integrated with 
the overall signage and furniture strategy to 
maintain a collective park vision.  

6.8 SITE WIDE PROJECTS

Further to the delivery of the SOAR initiatives 
the overall park brand and the way it is 
communicated to park users needs to be 
reviewed. For example the online presence 
and wider advertisement/publicity should be 
developed in line with the over-arching branding 
strategy to best promoting the Country Park 
and its social and environmental assets.
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6.8.3 Events

Through consultation with the local  
community, it became apparent that there 
is an overall desire to see more events, 
and improved advertising of these events, 
taking place within the park. The Masterplan 
advocates that a calendar of events is 
formulated and distributed via the website 
and newsletters to ensure that residents 
and visitors are kept abreast of activities 
planned within the park.  

6.8.4 Management & Maintenance Plan 

A Management and Maintenance Plan 
for the Country Park would set in place a 
programme of works for the coming 5, 10 and 
20 year periods.  The Masterplan advocates 
the development of a Management and 
Maintenance Plan to ensure as and when 
works are undertaken to deliver these 
initiatives the ongoing management of 
the Park can accommodate the changes 
needed, ensuring projects undertaken are 
sustainable and well maintained.6.8.2 

In addition to the existing annual events, potential new 
events could include:

•  Easter egg hunts
•  Bat spotting for Halloween walks
•  Falconry shows. 
•  Fitness initiatives such as a 5km Park Run, 

Duathlons & Triathlons.  
•   Bramely Apple Food Event 
•  Dog training
•  Summer school schemes
•  Vintage tractors/car events
•  Wildlife trails 

6.8.2 Education 

As a valuable  educational resource, 
Loughgall Country Park can offer a variety 
of opportunities to all ages and abilities. 
Building on the already existing orienteering 
and biodiversity trail, the Masterplan 
proposes the continued development 
of Loughgall as an educational resource, 
providing dedicated facilities for local 
schools and educational groups.  
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7ACTION PLAN

Ref. 
No Description

Timeframe Priority 
Cost Key Stakeholders

O S M L H M L
6.1 Vehicle Movement and Management 
6.1.1 Arrival P P £ ACDC, AFBI, DARD, FS, NIEA, PS

6.1.2 Road and Car Park Infrastructure P P £ ACDC, DARD, NIEA, PS
6.1.3 Free Parking P P £ ACDC, DARD, Com, FiC, FC, GC
6.1.4 Car Park Layout P P ££ ACDC, DARD, PS
6.1.5 AFBI Access P P ££ ACDC, AFBI, DARD, FS, NIEA, PS
6.2 Footpaths
6.2.1 Path Hierarchy P P ££ ACDC, AFBI, Com, DA, DARD, FS, NIEA, SOAR  
6.2.2 Improvement Works P P £ ACDC, AFBI, DARD, FS, SOAR
6.2.3 Pedestrianisation P P £ ACDC, AFBI, DARD, PS
6.3 Parkland Furniture and Infrastructure
6.3.1 Signage Suite P P ££ ACDC, AFBI, Com, DA, DARD, FS, NIEA, SOAR  
6.3.2 Furniture Suite P P ££ ACDC, 
6.4 Buildings
6.4.1 AFBI Site P P £££££* ACDC, AFBI, DARD, FS, PS 
6.4.2 Manor House P P ££££££ ACDC, AFBI, Com, DARD, NIEA, NITB, PS
6.4.3 Gate Lodges P P £££ ACDC, DARD, FG, NIEA, NITB, PS
6.4.4 Cottage P P £ ACDC, DARD, FS, NIEA 
6.4.5 Cafe and Community Building P P £££££ ACDC, Com, DARD, FiC, FoC, GC, NIEA, NITB, 

PS
6.4.6 Reception Buildings P P £££ ACDC, Com, DARD, FiC, FoC, FG, GC, NITB, 

PS
6.4.7 Accommodation Pods P P ££££* ACDC, DARD, FS, NITB, PS
6.4.8 Football Changing Facilities P P £ ACDC, FoC, NIEA, PS

TIMEFRAME
O Ongoing
S Short-term
M Medium-term 
L Long-term

PRIORITY
H High
M Medium
L Low

COSTS
£ £0-£50,000
££ £50,000-£100,000
£££ £100,000 - £200,000
££££ £200,000 - £500,000
£££££ £500,000 - £1,000,000
££££££ £1,000,000+
* Requirements currently unknown

The table below sets in place each initiative, 
identifying the timescale for delivery, the priority, 
ball park costs and the key stakeholders who will be 
involved in delivering the initiative. 

While the Action Plan sets in place timeframes and 
priorities it is important that a degree of flexibility 
is retained, should resources or funding become 
available for a certain initiatives, prioritisation 
should be given to the applicable initiative.  
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6.5 Play Recreation and Leisure
6.5.1 Enhanced Play Area P P ££ ACDC, Com, DARD, NITB, PS, SOAR

6.5.2 Adventure Play P P £££ ACDC, Com, DARD, NITB, PS, SOAR
6.5.3 Tennis Courts P P £ ACDC, Com
6.5.4 Carp Lake P P £ ACDC, DARD, FiC,NIEA, NITB, PS
6.5.5 Camping and Caravans P P £ ACDC, DARD, CC, Com, NITB, PS
6.6 Parkland Management
6.6.1 Landscape Character Areas P P £ ACDC, DARD, FS, NIEA
6.6.2 Vistas P P £ ACDC, DARD, FS, NIEA, PS
6.6.3 Biodiversity P P £ ACDC, DARD, FS, NIEA
6.6.4 Streams P P £ ACDC, DARD, NIEA
6.7 Historic Features
6.7.1 Listed and Scheduled Features P P £ ACDC, DARD, NIEA

6.7.2 Walled Garden P P £ ACDC, DARD, FG, NIEA, NITB, SOAR
6.7.3 Gate Setting P P £ ACDC, AFBI, Com, DARD, NIEA, PS
6.7.4 Gate Arch P P £ ACDC, AFBI, Com, DARD, NIEA, PS
6.7.5 Dean Swifts Yew Walk P P £ ACDC, AFBI,  DARD, NIEA, NITB
6.7.6 The Crannog P P £ ACDC, Com, DARD, NIEA
6.8 Site Wide Projects
6.8.1 Branding P P £ ACDC, DARD, Com, FG ,NIEA, NITB, SOAR
6.8.2 Education P P £ ACDC, AFBI, Com, FG, NIEA, NITB
6.8.3 Events P P £ ACDC,  Com, FiC, FoC, FS, FG, GC, NIEA, 

NITB,
6.8.4 Management and Maintenance P P £ ACDC, AFBI, DARD, FS, FG, NIEA

STAKEHOLDERS
ACDC Armagh City and District 

Council
AFBI Agri-Food and Bioscience 

Institute 
CC  Caravan Club
Com  Community
DARD Department of Agriculture 

and Rural Development

DA Disability Action 
FiC  Fishing Club 
FoC  Football Club
FS  Forest Service
FG  Fruit Growers
GC  Golf Club
NIEA  Northern Ireland Environment 

Agency

NITB  Northern Ireland Tourist 
Board

PS  Planning Service 
SOAR  Southern Organisation for 

Action in Rural areas

Ref. 
No Description

Timeframe Priority 
Cost Key Stakeholders

O S M L H M L
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8CONCLUSION

Loughgall Country Park is without doubt an 
attractive, impressive, well-used and valued 
landscape.   It’s considerable potential to be 
enhanced and utilised as a community and visitor 
asset, is also clear.  The challenge ahead is enabling 
each piece of the vision set out in this Masterplan 
to be delivered. 

As each initiative is developed as a project, it will 
be important from the outset that the outcome 
contributes to the strengthening of the brand for 
Loughgall, working to bring together a collective 
vision for all of Loughgall.  Furthermore, throughout 
the process of delivery, engagement will need 
to be maintained with the key stakeholders and 
community to ensure the projects adapt to any 
changes and the community retains a strong sense 
of ownership of the finished project.    

The development of this Masterplan comes at a 
strategic time, with RPA due to take place in 2015 it 
will be important that the short term initiatives are 
capable of being delivered now while the longer 
term initiatives can be taken forward to be delivered 
within the new structures put in place by RPA.

With time Loughgall Country Park will grow and 
adapt to the new demands placed on it by the 
delivery of the various initiatives.  A well developed 
Park Management and Maintenance Plan will equip 
Armagh City and District Council or the respective 
super Council, post RPA, with an ongoing guide 
to ensure Loughgall Country Park becomes and 
remains a outstanding example of how a beautiful 
historic landscape can be maintained and adapted 
to be of value, meeting modern day recreational 
needs as a local, regional and indeed national 
attraction. 
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